
 

  

Pittsburgh Opera celebrates its 79th season in 2017-18. Established by five intrepid women in 1939, Pittsburgh Opera is 
viewed as one of the most vibrant opera organizations in the U.S., with a rich artistic tradition, outstanding educational 
programs, an acclaimed artist training program, and a progressive outlook toward the future. Its green initiative culminated in 
LEED® Silver certification for its Strip District headquarters, and its capacity as a true community partner has increased 
significantly under General Director Christopher Hahn’s leadership.  
 

 

Chris Cox, Director of Marketing and Communications 
Office: 412.281.0912 ext. 217 

Mobile: 412.427.7088  
ccox@pittsburghopera.org 

For Immediate Release  
October 23, 2017 

 

  

Pittsburgh Opera Resident Artist Shannon Jennings and alumna Corrie 
Stallings winners at Mildred Miller International Voice Competition 

 
Pittsburgh Opera Resident Artist Shannon Jennings and alumna Corrie Stallings were both named 
prize winners at the prestigious Mildred Miller International Voice Competition on October 22

nd
. 

 

 
Shannon Jennings with Mildred Miller 
Posvar. Photo courtesy of Mark 
Abramowitz /Pittsburgh Festival Opera 

Originally from Orlando, Florida, Ms. Jennings is a second-
year Pittsburgh Opera Resident Artist in 2017-18. She is 
scheduled to perform as Aunt Sarah/Shrink/Iraqi in The Long 
Walk in January, and Giannetta in The Elixir of Love in April. 
In her first year with the company, she earned rave reviews for 
her performance as Costanza in Handel’s Richard the 
Lionheart, where she was described as “a vision” who “sang 
treacherously difficult music with what seemed to be the 
greatest of ease and with a voice of beautiful quality and 
quantity.”  
 
A native of the San Francisco Bay Area, Ms. Stallings was a 
Pittsburgh Opera Resident Artist from 2014-16. She performed 
to great acclaim in a number of operas, none more memorable 
than as Rosina in The Barber of Seville, when the originally 
schedule singer withdrew. One critic wrote Ms. Stallings’  
“performance was so enchanting that had the most famous 
mezzo-soprano in the world been originally scheduled to sing 
the part, she would scarcely have been missed.” 
 

 
Corrie Stallings with Mildred Miller 
Posvar. Photo courtesy of Mark 
Abramowitz /Pittsburgh Festival Opera 

Pittsburgh audiences won’t have to wait long to see Ms. 
Stallings perform again, as she is singing the role of Cherubino 
in Mozart’s comedy The Marriage of Figaro at the Benedum 
November 4-12.  
 
“Congratulations to both Shannon and Corrie,” said Pittsburgh 
Opera General Director Christopher Hahn. “Being a young 
professional opera singer requires enormous talent and hard 
work, and it’s gratifying to see that pay off both in competitions 
and on our stage”. 
 
The Mildred Miller International Voice Competition attracts 
young professional singers aged 18–35, and is designed to 
help them develop their performing experience and build their 
repertoire. It was named after Mildred Miller Posvar, a principal 
artist at the Metropolitan Opera from 1951 through 1974 who 
had a major career performing in operas, concerts, and recitals 
during the mid-twentieth century and is a member of Pittsburgh 
Opera’s Board of Directors.   

 

http://www.pittsburghopera.org/resident-artists/2017-18-resident-artists/shannon-jennings
http://www.corriestallings.com/
http://pittsburghfestivalopera.org/whats-on/october-voice-competition
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/show/the-long-walk
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/show/the-long-walk
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/show/the-elixir-of-love
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/show/richard-the-lionheart
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/show/richard-the-lionheart
http://www.pghintheround.com/the-barber-of-seville/
http://www.pittsburghopera.org/show/the-marriage-of-figaro

