
 
 

Pittsburgh Opera celebrates its 81st season in 2019-20. Established by five intrepid women in 1939, Pittsburgh Opera is 
viewed as one of the most vibrant opera organizations in the U.S., with a rich artistic tradition, outstanding educational 
programs, an acclaimed artist training program, and a progressive outlook toward the future. Its green initiative culminated in 
LEED® Silver certification for its Strip District headquarters, and its capacity as a true community partner has increased 
significantly under General Director Christopher Hahn’s leadership.  
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Pittsburgh Opera Announces New Board Member Sri Palanisamy 
 
 
PITTSBURGH, PA– Pittsburgh Opera proudly announces that Sri Palanisamy has joined its Board 
of Directors.  
 

Mr. Palanisamy is the Vice President of Enterprise Strategy at Highmark 
Health.  In this role he manages Highmark’s 2025 Strategy (A Higher 
mark) and leads large enterprise-wide strategic initiatives and planning.   
 
Sri has dedicated his 20+ year career to transforming healthcare by 
improving outcomes, lowering costs, and building a better consumer 
experience. Prior to joining Highmark, he led the Corporate Strategy team 
at the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association in Chicago.  Sri began his 
career in management consulting, working at various firms including Oliver 
Wyman.   
 
Sri’s love of the performing arts started in 2001 when he co-founded Rasa 
Theater with Artistic Director Manu Narayan. His responsibilities included 

administration, fundraising, and governance.  Rasa was a professional theater company aiming to 
produce works by and for the South Asian diaspora.  
 
“We couldn’t be happier to have Sri join our Board,” says Pittsburgh Opera Board Chair Michele Fabrizi. 
“We are thrilled he has returned to Pittsburgh. Pittsburgh Opera is fortunate to have his strategic 
business experience and passion for the performing arts.” 
 
After growing up in Pittsburgh, Sri received his MBA from Georgetown University and his BS from the 
University of Michigan. He and his wife have twin girls. 
 

http://www.pittsburghopera.org/
mailto:ccox@pittsburghopera.org
https://www.highmarkhealth.org/hmk/index.shtml
https://www.highmarkhealth.org/hmk/index.shtml
https://www.bcbs.com/
https://www.oliverwyman.com/index.html
https://www.oliverwyman.com/index.html
https://themanunarayan.wordpress.com/
https://www.georgetown.edu/
https://umich.edu/

